204 SHORT NOTES. 


Stick-Insects destroying Orchids. 


A considerable number of insects of different kinds attack 
and damage orchids under cultivation. These are chiefly beetles, 
but I have now to record two pests of a-ditferent order as most 
injurious to orchid culture, namely two- species of Phasmide, 
commonly known as stick insects. _ It was noticed that the leaves 
of Dendrobiuins and other orchids were constantly being gnawed 
away, especially during the night. and a search disclosed that the 
damage was being done by two curious stick insects. Specimens 
were ‘for arded to Mr. C. O. Waterhouse, of the British Museum, 
who identified one as a species of /’y/vemenes very near P. coronatus 
Westw,a native of Ceram, and Jatames Cilens Westwood, of which 
there was an uniyue specimen from Java in the British Museum. 

The Pyloenenex is by LO means as abundant as the Datames. 
It is a cylindrical insect, about an inch and a half long, dark grey 
and ornamented with thorn-like tubercles. ' 

Datames is about two inches long, and of a light brown 
colcur looking like a piece of rotten wood.  Itshead is prolonges 
backwards jinvi a kind of kuot-like crest, and ornamented with 
eeort sharp tubercies. Un the first joint of the thorax is also a 
ow. aig uiar crest and there is another towards the end of 
idie avdomen ou the back. A row of small tubercles runs down 
each side of the body, which is very flat, so that the animal 
clinging with its pow erful legs close to the plant is very easily 
uverlooked. The legs are also roughened with tubercles. The 
antennoe are finely jointed and shorter than the legs. 

These animals are very voracious, and rapidly devour the 
leaves of any of the epiphytic orchids. 

| H. NG Tg 


Notes on an Infant Maias. 


Mr. Wallace in his Malay Archipelago describes an infant 
Maias (orang Utan) most graphically ; it cut its first milk teeth 
shortly after he had it, but it lived only three months. Two 
years ago | had a Maias of the same age, and when watching it, 
it was impossible to help being struck with the accuracy of 
Mr. Wallace’s observations. My Maias lived however for fifteen 
months, during almost the whole period of milk dentition, hence 
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such notes as I made upon it, though very imperfect, may be 
‘worth recording; I find they are as follows.— 
July 28th, 1890.—The two Maias which I bought of some 
Dyaks about a week ago are doing well, the baby has only cut 
.the two middle incisors.of ‘the lower.jaw, and lives entirely on 
- milk. Its instinct to grasp hold of something to prevent acci- 
dental falling is so strong as to lead it in the absence of any- 
thing else, to. grasp the hair of its own head, to which it holds 
on vigorously sometimes with both hands. 

August 12th, 1890.—The elder Maias left five days ago for 
England and the baby is alone, it is very good and cries only 
when it feels hungry or lonely, its blanket is sufficient companion- 
ship for it, wrapped in this it will lie quite quiet, or let me throw 
it high in the air and catch it again without any sign of fear, but 
without its blanket, or unless I hug it close to my body it is 
terribly afraid of falling, catching. tight hold of the hair of its 
own head with both its hands, and clutching with its feet for 
something else 

August 15th.—The elder Maias has returned again, not 
having been further than Singapore. 

August 30th.—Both Maias are getting on well; the baby 
has now besides the two lower median incisors cut also the left 
median upper incisor, and is about to cut right one. It is begin- 
ning to climb and gets a little way, it weighs 4tb lloz. The 
elder one is becoming destructive. 

September 29th.—The baby Maias has now cut all four 
median incisors. | 

January 15th, 1891.—Weight of the baby Maias is now 
5b 1202. 

April 13th.—The baby Maias has been very ill with 
diarrhcea and is still ill. The lateral incisors above and below 
are now through, the first bicuspids have been some time. 

= April 21st.—The elder Maias died to-day of acute tuber- 
culosis, its liver and lungs were found crammed with tubercle. 
It had been apparently well till five days ago except for an 
attack of diarrhoea a week or two before. It had not given up 
a filthy habit of eating its own dung. The baby is still ill with 
frequently recurring diarrhoea. | 

April 28rd.—The baby Maias eats its own dung unless an 
unlimited supply of such indigestible food as raw Krebong is given 
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it ; it still holds on to itself when any one comes near it, but walks 
and climbs much better now when left to itself. It is in perfect 
health. 


September 28th.—The Maias weighs 9lbs; it has been in 
excellent health for a long time, suffering only from chronic nasal 
catarrh, which makes it usually breathe through its mouth. It has 
now cut three of its canine teeth, the right upper one alone remains 
uncut. It climbs about readily, but still has the habit of clinging 
to itself when picked up. 


Oct. 5th.—It accidentally strangled itself. It had been tied 
up to keep it out of mischief, and it wound its chain tightly round 
a bar in trying to get free. 


Its skeleton is now in the Sarawak Museum. 


The difference in the rate of developement of children and 
of the young of the lower animals is mentioned by Darwin in his 
“ Descent of Man” and he says “the Orang is believed not to be 
adult till the age of from ten till fifteen years.” 


The average ages at which a child cuts its milk teeth are 
usually given thus. 


Central Incisors ... .. «monte, 
Lateral Incisors ... s.. 9 months. 
First Bicuspids... es Ae 
Canines Wy re 18 TT 
Second Bicuspids ... is 24 ee 


This rate of teething is taken from observations on European 
children, whilst natives of tropical climates are supposed to de- 
velope more quickly. On the other hand ill-fed town children 
are apt to cut their teeth more slowly than those in more natural 
conditions, and my Maias might have developed its teeth more 
rapidly in the jungle under the care of its mother. 


The ages, too, at which the milk teeth are acquired need not 
be proportional to the general rate of developement in Man and 
in Maias. 


G. F. HAVILAN m 


